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Atowt the niddle of Wovenber 1948, construction of a Skoda factory at Unicov
w8 started by the Prostelov branch of the Czechoslovak Building Assoeiation.

The
sigt
ing,

factory g to cover an area of abcut one square kilometer and was to con-
of eizht ferroconcrote halls of varinus sizes, ore administrative build~
and one building which was to serve as a rersonnel office, All the halis
%0 have normal f2rroconcrete foundations. Hall No. 2 wag completed in thy
1950, and only the ferroconcrete foundstions for halls No. 3,4,5,6,7, and & had
seen 1aid by that time. lasonry work on hall Wo. 1, the adninistrative building
and the rersonnel buildine had besn completed in 1949. The Vitkovice Iron “orks
furnished the steel ramired in the construction, bub the steel fron a dlsmantlsd
foobory in Fotava wag used for hall MNo. 1.

Ty eharre of the eonstruction was an architect naned Pavlil: fronm Prostejov, and
ahout 2,000 construction workers from Prostejov were errloyed.

4 railrnad connectine the rlant with the double-track railroad fren Nlomouc %o
Yrdesv was also bullh. The entire plant was surrounpded. by & brick wll 4 mn
aigh. Bleectric zurrent wes surplied hy the '‘est lloravian Power Plant.

Produetion in hall Mo. 1 was started in Decerbsr 1949 under the Mgnarerent of
raboe and vnder the direction o the Skoda Yerks in Filssn. It consiated of
akiry eaterrillar tractors and monnting them +Ath Diescl enelnes which -ere
then cominr from Skoda-Filsen. In lay 1950 about 10 conplete tractors ere

re . : s : — e g
nrodiced weekly. lachinery in hall Wo. 1 inclvded @ larpe number of universal
turnine mashines, cuttine rachinea, erindine rmchines and borers. & large
aiceiric erang was loeated in the riddle of the hall,

It
g number did not inciude sneinsers, foramen and office workers.
them were transferred tn This factory from Skoda~Filsen. Only a very
= loecal wortersg -—wore armrloyed, and they had to underro six months?

Y “loda~Piloen. Thhae vhe were trangferred from Pllsen were houvsed in
o Iorrer earital at Unicov -Mich "ad bLeen rurchased by S'toda for that purrnse.
About 30 wercent of all ths errlovzes wers wmrmen,

=y 3950 about 1,500 persons in three shifts were emnloyed in hall No. 13
Tearly all
srall

Yoraie of tha workers was maintained by force, and absentesism wams runished
oy srntenee to a foreed lanr camm,
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The folloviag reraonnel wore knoune

4. Frantisek Prochazs, head of the nersonnel department and a fanstical
Gorrunist Party merber.

2. Ing. Blaba, head of the technieal derartnents he joined the Corrunigs
Party after February 1048,

2. Tesek, ehnirmn of the workers' eouneil.

. drupicka and Yalenta, eadre trustees; hoth are fanatical funchionaries
of the Cormunist Party.

The factory was suarded ny four merbers of the rlant puawd vho wore civilian
+lothine, ineludine s black eap with a small savare bades. They were armed
vowith  platolsand were controlled hy the ShB, espeeially ot niont, Ceom-
vier of #his mard was Benes, son of the corrmader of the OB gtation at

nreov.  IAntry to the rlant wag rermitied only upon presentation of an itentity
artt with rhobooraph wiiich was issoued hy the personuel derartnent of the factory.
fecurity offiecer was Hrdlicka, a Czech and s fanatical Communint,

Winchment:  Sketeh showing locatlon of Skoda buildinms under eonstruction at
Unicov.
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